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Emperor Jahangir, under whose orders 
Guru Arjan was arrested and executed in 1606, 

» 4 

should, historically speaking, be taken as the 
best and the most reliable authority on the 

martyrdom of the Guru. He was the chief 

* 

prosecuting authority to exhibit the criminal 
charge against him as well as the final judge in 

the case to pass the sentence of death on him. 

■ 

And fortunately for history, we have both, 

0 

the Emperor’s charges and his sentence, 
available to us in his own words as recorded 
by him in his autobiography, the Tuzuk-i- 

Jahangiri. The Tuzuk has been translated 
into Englsh and Urdu and is readily available 
to the scholars of history. According to 
Jahangir : 

“There lived at Goindwal on the bank 

9 

of the river Biah (Beas) a Hindu 

named Arjan in the garb of a Plr and 

• % 

Shaikh, so much so that he had by 
his ways and means captivated the 
hearts of many simple-minded Hindus, 
nay, even of foolish and stupid 
Muslims and he had noised himself 
about as a religious and worldly 
leader. They called him Guru, and 
from all directions fools and fool- 
worshippers were attracted towards 
him and expressed full faith in 
him. For three or four generations 


they had kept this shop warm. For 
a long time the thought had been 
presenting itself to me that either I 

should put an end to this false traffic 

0 

or he should be brought into the fold 
of Islam.” 



“At last during the days when Khusrau 
passed along this road, this insigni- 

0 

ficant fellow made up his mind to see 

* 4 

him and conveyed preconceived things 
to him and made on his forehead a 
fingermark in saffon which in Hindu 
terminology is called qashka ( teeka ) 
and is considered propitious. When 
this came to the ears of Our Majesty, 
and I fully knew his heresies, I ordered 
that he should be brought into my 
presence and, having handed over his 
houses, dwelling places, and children 
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Bukhari) and having confiscated his 
property, I ordered that he should be 
put to death with tortures.” 


In his above stntement, the Emperor 

has levelled two charges against Guru 
Arjan : 


(i) The popularity of the religious 
teachings and of the ways of life of 

the Guru amongst the Hindus and 

* 
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ft 

. Muslims who looked upon him as a 

religious leader. 

► 

This had so upset and irritated 

k 

Jahangir as to use very undignified 

4 

language for the Guru and his 
followers, whom he calls simpletons, 

0 

fools and stupids. 

(ii) The visit of the Guru to the rebel 

prince Khusrau whom he is said to 
have blessed with a saffron mark 
on his forehead. 

ft 

* 

9 

The first charge may be accepted as 

k 

correct. It is an undeniable historical fact 

• * 

that Guru Arjan was the acknowledged 
religious head of a new social order in thee 
country aiming at a unified, classless and 
casteless society recognizing no distinction 
between man and man— sons of the same 
father God— and between the high and ths 
low or the rich and the poor. He was the 
fifth Guru of the Sikhs, the fourth in success- 
ion to Guru Nanak, the founder of Sikhism, 
which welcomed to its proselytizing creed men 
and women .without any distinction of race 
and religion. It knew no geographical and 
political barriers in accepting people into its 
embrace. To it all mankind was one and 
there were no chosen people and no discarded 

heathens or infidels. 

0 

9 

i 

This all was considered to be not in 

ft 

accordance with the accepted creed of the 
then rulers of the country who happened to 
be Muslims by faith, with Jahangir as the 

Emperor of India. 

% 

A 

It is true, as history knows it, that 


r 

* 
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Emperor Jahangir was not a puritan represen- 
tative of the Islamic faith. Far from tt. At 

% 

times leaning towards Christianity, at others 

4 

♦ 

towards Hinduism, he was a man of confused 
religious views with no fixed moral scruples, 
a debauchee, always soaked in wine. Some 
time before and after his accession to the 
Mughal throne, he had perforce, of political 
necessity, to assume the character of the 
defender of the Muslim faith and play the 

role of a puritan. This was in keeping with 

« 

his promise to an influential section of the 
fanatical Muslims, the Naqshbandi revivalists, 
headed in the Punjab by Shaikh Ahmad 
Sirhindi Mujaddid-i-Aif-i-sani, a disciple of 
Khwaja Baqi Billa, to whose devoted advocate 
Shaikh Farid Bukhari, later on entitled Nawab 
Murtza Khan, he owed his throne and the 
suppression of his heretic son Khusrau’s 
rebellion which threatened to deprive him of 

ft 

his crown and kingdom. 

9 

4 

0 • 

For some time past, the puritan Muslims 

had been feeling disturbed and agitated over 

• • 

the religious policies of Emperor Akbar 

v/hose toleration and liberality towards non- 

0 

Sunni Muslims, Hindus, Christians and Sikhs, 

♦ 

9 

and the introduction of divine monetheism, 
the Din-i-Illahi, were interpreted as anti- 
Muslim and derogatory to Islam. Of all the 
Muslim divines of the period, the Mujaddid 

was the bitterest against the non-Muslims for 

/ 

whose public humiliation and wholesale 
destruction he incited the leading Muslims in 
authority. According to calculated plans, the 
revivalists approached the chief pillars of the 
Mughal empire to support the successor of 
Emperor Akbar on the condition that there 
was a complete change in the imperial policy 
towards the non -Muslims and that the Islamic 
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laws would be rigidly upheld and applied grandson Khusrau as his heir to the throne, 

according to the Mujaddid’s interpretation, and desired to be succeeded by him rather by 

Shaikh Farid Bukhari was one of the staun- 

* 

chest advocates of the revivalist movement 
and was a confidant and a supporter of the 


his rebellious and intemperate son. 

s 

4 

This set in motion intrigues and counter - 


(later, Jahangir) to the Imperial throne. 


claims of the heir-apparent Prince Salim intrigues with fraDlic efforts for winning 

support for the contesting parties — Prince 

Salim and his son Khusrau. The proposal of 
In his impatience to be crowned, Prince the Khan-i-Azam Aziz Koka and Raja Man 

Salim was suspected in 1591 of having caused Singh to exclude Prince Salim as unworthy 

poison to be administered to his father. “It in favour of his son was stoutly opposed by 

is impossible to say,” writes Vincent Smith, in a number of nobles. This afforded a very 

his Akbar the Great Mughal, p. 301, “whether favourable opportunity to the adherents of 

or not the suspicion was then justified ; but the puritan revivalists to exact from Prince 

it is certain that in 1600, Salim had, become Salim as a price for their support to his 

utterly weary of waiting for the long deferred claims to tht? imperial throne two solemn 

and ardently desired succession. The prince, oaths binding him in the first place to defend 

who was then thirtyone years of age, felt the Islamic religion against non-Muslim 

aggrieved, because of the reign of his father heathenism, and in the second place to 

had already lasted more than forty years, and wreck no vengeance upon those who had 

Akbar’s constitution seemed to postpone at any time in the past espoused the cause 

, ^ 1 

indefinitely the close of his life. Salim, there- of Khusrau. Salim gladly accepted both the 
fore, following many evil precedents in Asiatic conditions and took the required oaths, 
history resolved to anticipate the course of [Smith, Akbar, 301-3,311,316,321-23' Mu- 


w 

nature and occupy the imperial throne by hammad Farman, 


Mujaddid 


force, whatever might be the consequences to Rud-i-Kausor quoted) 28,47,49,55-7,69 ; Beni 


his father.” 


Prasad, 


>/. 


51,61-2.] This 


He burst out into open rebellion against was a § reat achievement .of the Mujaddi- 
Emperor Akbar, assumed the royal title in dites who, in spite of all his un-Islamic 
1601 and had Shaikh Abul Fazl, the dearest con duct in the past, acclaimed Prince Salim 
friend and the supporter of His Majesty, as Badshah- Islam after his father’s death. 

murdered in August 1902. A reconciliation the Mujaddid himself as he 

was, however, effected through the paternal wr °te to Shaikh Bukhari : 

magnanimity of the Emperor who publicly 
recognized Prince Salim as his heir to the 
throne. Rumours and reports, however. 


“Today when the news of the death oi 
the denier of the superiority of Islarc 
and of the joyful accession of the King 
continued to be circulated that, in reality,- of Islam was heard by people, the followers 

Akbar approved the nomination of his of Islam considered it obligatory on 
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• * 

their part to extend their support to 
the king and to work and guide for the 
propagation of the holy law of Islam 
and for the reinforcement of the Religion. 

[ Maktubati-i-Imam Rabbani, Vol. I, part 

ii, p. 22, letter 47J 

Shaikh Farid Bukhari had also secured 

the active co-operation of the Sayyids of 

% 

Barha who were well known for their reli- 

H 

gious zeal and martial valour. [Smith, 322-23 ; 

* 

Beni Prasad, 62.] The combination of the 
Barha fraternity with Shaikh Farid greatly 
strengthened the side of Prince Salim whose 
solemn oaths to act as the defender of the 
creed of Islam also won over to his side 
many another half-hearted and vacillating 
nobles. This made him invincible against 
his son’s party which after the death of 
Akbar on October 17, 1605, and the accession 
of Salim as the new Emperor Jahangir, a 
week later on the 24th, was left with no 
adherents. With a clear stroke of states- 
manship, the new Emperor effected recon- 
ciliation with Raja Man Singh and dismissed 
him in all honour to his Government in 

I 

Bengal. Khusrau also was received with 
warmest affection with a grant of lakh of 
rupees for the renovation of a mansion 

0 

allotted to him for residence in the fort of 

0 

Agra. 

9 

But the ambitious and impatient spirit 
of Khusrau felt restless in a sort of semi- 
confinement in the Agra fort and, to try 
his luck once again, he escaped on April 

■ 9 

6, 1606, and hurried towards the Punjab 
evidently in the hope of gaining adherents 
in the north-west and leading a successful 
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rebellion against his father. Thither he was 
closely pursued by Shaikh Farid Bukhari, 
followed at a short distance by the' Emperor 
himself. The Shaikh followed the same 
route as was followed by Khusrau, crossing 
the river Beas at Goindwal, and inflicted 
crushing defeat on the rebel prince near 
Bharowal. In his flight towards Kabul, 

Khusrau was captured on April 27, while 
trying to cross the river Chenab, and was 
brought to Lahore, handcuffed and enchain- 
ed-, to be ordered into confinement by 
Emperor Jahangir on the first of May 
(Muharram 3, 1015 A. H). 

• • • 

I 

For over a week, April 28 to May 7, 
the Emperor stayed on in the garden of 

v 

Kamran outside the town of Lahore 

waiting for the auspicious hour to enter 

# 1 

the fort (on Muharram 9, May 7, 1606). 

A 

I * ' 

The Emperor was now at perfect ease 
to attend to other official business of the 
empire including the despatch of reinforce- 
ments to Shah Beg Khan, Governor of 

0 

Qandahar, against the threatened attack by 
Hussain Khan of Herat. He rewarded a 
number of his nobles for their meritorious 
services and granted 'to them high ranks 
and cash awards. Pleased with the prediction 
of Shaikh Hussain Jami, he ordered the sum 
of twenty lakh dams, equivalent to thirty-forty. • 
thousand rupees, to be paid to him for his 
maintenance and of his khdnqah and the 
darveshes living there. On the 22nd of Muhar 
ram. May 20, he raised the mansab of Abdullah 
Khan and granted an advance of two lakhs 
of rupees for the adds. Rupees six thousand 
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were this day paid to Qasim Beg Khan, of his accomplices. If the Guru had met 

son-in-law of Badshah Beg Khan, and three and blessed Khusrau at Goindwal, it would 

VP 

* * 

thousand to Sayyid Bahadur Khan. The certainly have been reported to the Emperor 

Emperor also now decided to stay on at on the spot or in its immediate neighbour- 

Lahore to ward off the danger to Qandahar hood where it could have been easily verified 
and to pay a visit to Kabul. He had also and authenticated by eye-witnesses and the 

V 

in the meantime called from Agra his son Guru t would have been arrested and carried 

• : , i 

Parwez and also his own mother and the a prisoner with him to Lahore. But, in 
ladies of his harem: fact, nothing came to the ears of His 

Majesty for as long as a month. 

On or about the J23rd of May, a report 

was poured into the ears of Emperor Jahan- Now about the details of the report as 
gir that during the short halt of Khusrau recorded by Jahangir in the Tuzuk. The 

at Goindwal, on the right^ bank of river Guru was not a politician to be in any way 
Beas, the Sikh Guru Arjan had gone to interested in the rebellion of Prince Khusrau 
see the prince and had conveyed to him against his father Jahangir who had been on 
some preconceived things and had also the throne hardly for six months, nor had the 
blessed him with a saffron mark on his Prince met the Guru after the accession of his 
forehead. Hearing this, the Emperor ordered father to prompt the Guru to have any 
the Guru to be brought into his presence,, preconceived things to be conveyed to him. 
confiscated his property and sentenced him 


him to a torturous death — Yasd-o-Siydsat. 

This was practically a month after the 
Guru was alleged to have blessed the prince 
and some twenty-seven days after the Emperor 
himself had crossed the Beas at that very 
place. This makes the whole thing a puzzle 
and throws a very serious doubt on the 
genuineness and authenticity of the report. 
The fact that for twenty-seven days, from 
April 26, when the Emperor appears to have 
crossed the Beas at Goindwal and was 

9 

encamped at Jhabal (transliterated as Jaipal 
by later copyists) to May 22, mentioned 
above, there is no reference whatsoever in 
the Tuzuk in any way involving Gurn Arjan 
in the affairs of Prince Khusrau or of any 


As for the qashqa or teeka mark of saffron 
by the Gurn on the forehead of the prince, it 
is, on the face of it, a pure and simple concoc- 
tion of some conspirator’s fertile imagination 
to exploit the Emperor’s emotions against the 
Guru. Never in the whole history of the 

Sikh Gurus, there has been any occasion for 

• » 

any Guru to anoint anyone, Sikh or a non- 
Sikh, a teeka. Even the succeeding Guru was 
-not teeka 1 dL by any Guru himself. The teeka 
or tilak ceremony of the succeeding Guru was 
always performed by a leading Sikh. In the 
case of Gurus Angad to Hargobind, 
including Guru Arjan himself, the ceremony 
was performed by Bhai Buddha, a venerable 

old Sikh coming from the days of Guru 

• • • 

Nanak. And the same practice was followed 


' t 
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up to the time of Guru Gobind Singh, Tenth falling from the Emperor’s lips about his 
and the last Guru. _ attitude towards Guru Arjan, to add fuel to 

the fire of the Emperor’s wrath against the 
Guru Arjan was a successor of Guru Guru or to provide His Majesty with an 

Nanak aud the head of the Sikh religion, opportunity to take his long looked for action 

He could not have departed from and gone against him whose religious preachings and 

against the accepted practice of the religion, increasing influence amongst the Hindus and 

The great Emperor Akbar had met the third the Muslims had already for some time past 

Guru Amardas and had in recognition of his incensed his mind. And, according to his 

spiritual position, bestowed upon his daughter own statement, Jahangir was looking for an 

the piece of land where the city of Amritsar opportuity either to put an end to Guru 

was later founded by Guru Ramdas. The Arjan’s preachings or to convert him to Islam. 

Emperor had met Guru Arjan himself also He, therefore, made no enquiry into the 

and had, evidently on his suggestion, remitted genuineness of the charges levelled against 


10 to 12°/ c 


revenue of the the Guru. In • fact, he did not feel the 


Punjab as demanded by changed circumstan- necessity of it. He himself became a prosecu- 
ces. The Gurus had then, in both cases, tion witness as well saying, ‘I fully’ knew his 


valid reasons to thank and bless the Emperor, heresies —butlan-i-o 


ra 


but at no time was a saffon tilak mark made 
on his forehead by any of them as a mark of 

his blessings or gratitude. 


ba-wajah-i-akmal 


[Tuzuk 1 


Immediately after the allegations against 
the Guru came to his ears, Jahangir ordered 
According to the Mehma Parkash of Sarup the Guru’s arrest and the confiscation of his 

Das Bhalla of Goindwal, the Guru took pity property and passed the sentence of torturous 
upon the Prince in misery and provided him death against him. This leaves no doubt 
with food, evidently, from the Guru’s langar, whatever that it was the Guru’s religious 
or free kitchen, open to all wayfarers ( Sakhl preachings, the so-called heresies or butldn, as 
No. 143,1-4). He makes no mention of any the Emperor calls them, that were wholly 


teeka or any financial help. 


responsible for the Emperor’s sentence against 
him. The political allegations were only used 


Thus the allegation, of the political com- as a handy pretext and recorded as a camou- 

plicity and of blessing the rebellious Prince flaging justification for his drastic action 

tvhusrau levelled against Guru Arjan falls against a popular religious leader, either to 

Elat as historically unsound and may be satisfy his own guilty conscience or to throw 

summarily dismissed as unacceptable by the his future non -Muslim critics off the track of 

abjective students of history. It had evidently truth. As for the Muslims, he knew that the 

cooked up by some interested persons, vocal puritan section of them would feel 

/ith or without a casual or a meaningful hint satisfied with his action as it was in keeping 
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with his promise to act as a defender of the 
Islamic faith as mentioned earlier. 

a 

» 

There is yet another point in dispute. The 

Emperor’s account in the Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri 
would make us believe that Guru Arjan was 
living at Goindwal when Prince Khusrau and 
the Emperor crossed the river Beas at that 
ferry and that it was from there that the Guru 
was arrested and taken to Lahore. Macauliff s 
Sikh Religion , hi, 85, evidently based on 
Sarup Das Bhalla’s Mehma Parkash ( Sakhi 
No. 143, 2-3) 1 and S.antokh Singh’s Gur- 
partap Suraj Granth , Ras 4,29, page 2342, 
however, tells us that the Guru was then at 
Tarn Taran and that Khusrau had met him 
there. Beni Prasad in his History of Jahangir, 
p. 122, also confirms this. This is, however, a 
minor point in the story, though not an 

entirely negligible one. 

# 

Once the Emperor had issued the orders 
of torturous death against the Guru, he took 
no notice of the details and left the whole 
thing into the hands of Shaikh Farid Bukhari, 
his favourite general and the chief man 
responsible for the suppression of his son’s 
rebellion. The Shaikh was honoured with the 
title of Murtza Khan and the village of 
Bharowal, where Khusrau was defeated by 
him, was granteh to him in jagir. 

1. satgur tarn taran pah gai ketak din 

tahd batit bhai 

taha bhaga aya ik shahzada, kuch 

badshah so bhia bibada 

uhd an dera tin lind satgur sobhetd tin kind 

so hadhd dukhi ta par bhai dfat-dekh dial 

guru kari zinfat. 


It was during the captivity of Guru Arjan 
at Lahore, May 24-30, that, according to 
Jesuit records, “Certain gentiles [heathens or 
Hindus] interceded on behalf of their holy 
man and in the end he was allowed to 


purchase his freedom for a hundred thousand 
crusados [about two lakhs of rupees] for 
which a wealthy gentile became his surety. 
...But neither the Guru nor those about him 

I 


could meet the demands of his tormentor ; at 
last the poor man died overcome by the 
miseries heaped upon him.”... [ Jahangir and 
the Jesuits, p. 12.] The wealthy gentile, 
referred to above, was presumably Chandu 


Shah of the Sikh tradition. 


* . 

The author or the Dabistan-i-Mazahib says 
that “when His Majesty the late Nur-ud-din 
Muhammad Jahangir, after the arrest of 
Khusrau, arrested and fined Guru Arjan Mall 
for the reason that he had prayed for the 
Welfare of Prince Khusrau, the late Emperor’s, 
son who had rebelled against his father, they 
demanded an enormous sum from him (Guru 
Arjan). The Guru was unable to pay. 
Having imprisoned him they kept him in the 

sandy desert of Lahore. From the heat of 
the sun, the severity of the summer and the 
tortures of the bailiffs, he gave his life.” 


Both the above authorities make a mention 
of fine levied against the Guru. But their 
information, apparently, is based on hearsay 
or what was circulated by the official sources 

f 

or interested parties to absolve the reigning 

Emperor of wanton tyranny in the eyes of the 

* 

public. The Emperor in his sentence makes 
no mention of the fine whatever. And in the 
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face of his clear sentence of a torturous death, 

9 

it is extremely difficult to give credence to the 

story of the fine and of its non-payment being 

■ 

the main cause of the Guru’s persecution. 
Could any one dare disobey the order of an 

autocrat despot whose word was law ? At 

* 

best Chandu Shah may be said to have offered 
to stand a surety for the Guru if the Emperor 
agreed to commute the death sentence into 

that of a heavy fine. But as this could not 

% 

come about or the Guru refused to accept it, 
imperial bailiffs' proceeded with the execution 
of the original orders of Yasa Siyasat to 

9 

torture him to death, by seating him in a 
cauldron of boiling water and pouring burn- 
ing sand on his naked body. The most 
painful torture that could be inflicted on a 
blistered body was to dip it in cold water. 
And that is what they did. The river Ravi 
was then flowing nearby and they gave him a 
dip therein. This brought an end to his life. 
His physical frame succumbed to the final 
torture and Guru Arjan became the first 
martyr at the altar of his faith. His was a, 
great soul, no doubt, but it is equally true 
that his body, like that of the other mortals, 
was made of the five elements of nature which 

returned to their original Source in the usual 

# 

course. 

t 

' The story that the Guru was subjected to 
all sorts of inhuman tortutss by Chandu Shah 

to wreck his vengeance upon the Guru for his 
having refused his daughter's hand for his 
(Guru’s) son Hargobind or to coerce him to 
accept it even at this stage, is, without doubt, 
nothing but a baseless invention of the fanciful 
mind of some poet fed upon the imaginary 
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stories of ancient Indian literature. Granting 
that there is some truth in the story, it cannot 
be easily accepted that Emperor Jahangir or 
Murtza Khan Shaikh Farid Bukhari, the 
defenders of the Islamic faith, handed over 
Guru Arjan, a kafir accused of religious 
heresies and treasonable complicity in a 
rebellion against the Emperor, to a Hindu 
kafir (who might have set him free), in the 
face of the Emperor’s clear orders to put him 

to a torturous death, Yasa-o-Siyasat. And 

» 

this would reduce the historical martyrdom to 
a personal vendetta which, evidently it was 
not, as we know it from the evidence of the 
Tuzuk. 

* • 

% 

# 

f 

A 

It may also be mentioned here incidently 

• 4 

that the name of Chandu Shah is not to be 
found in the Tuzuk or any other contemp- 
orary or semi-contemporary works on the 
reign of Jahangir. 

To say, therefore, that “at time Chandu 
Shah was the Emperor’s diwan or Financial 
Minister [Macauliffe, Sikh Religion, iii, 70-73 ; 
Forster’s Travels, i, 258 ; Cunningham, 
History of the Sikhs, 55] is not historically 
correct. 

• • 

The last phase of the Guru’s death is 
described by Macauliffe, iii, 98 on the basis 
of Bhai Santokh Singh’s Gur-partap Sura j 
Granth [itas 4 Ansu 37 that after five days’ 
sufferings the Guru, when threatened to be 
sewed up alive in the fresh hide of a cow, 
“asked permission to bathe in the Ravi.” 
Thither he went full of blisters and had his 

final bath never to return alive. This would 

* 
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virtually amount to calculated suicide com- 
mitted to escape the torture of being sewed up 
in the hide. 

4 

% • 

The fact, evidently, however, is that the 

Guru was taken to the river Ravi under an 

% 

armed escort to meet the final torture to his 
blistered body through a dip in the icy cold 
water of the river. For this we have the 
evidence of two early historians of the Sik’.s, 
Rattan Singh in the Prachin Panth Parkosh 
and So'.an Lai Suri in the Umdat-ut-Tawarikh. 
Refering to the tyranny of the Mughal 
Empire against the Sikhs, Rattan Singh 

poses a question, the first line of which is 

# 

very significant indeed for our purpose 

# 

here : — 


kid Gur Arjan daryai na boryo 

Was not Guru Arjan thrown into the 
river ? he asks. [. Prachin Panth Parkash, 

534, lines 17-8.] 


This reveals to us in clear words that 
up to the middle of the nineteenth century, 
when Rattan Singh completed his work 
(1898 Bk., 1841 A.D.) it was a matter of 
common knowledge and belief among the 
Sikhs that Guru Arjan was at last thrown 
into the river Ravi .. at Lahore. This is 
confirmed by Sohan Lai Suri, a contem- 
porary of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, in his 
Umdat-ut-Tawarikh, the first volume of which, 
wherein we find the reference to Guru 
Arjan’s martyrdom, is based on the material 
left by his father and grandfather, Ganpat 


Rai and Hakumat Rai. There the author 
tells us that : — - 

V 

bad ax zahiir ba’ze muqaddamat-i-na- 

s 

mutayam zat-i-bdri rd dar bahr-i-Ravi 

* r 

andakhtand. 

» 

ft 

— Having subjected him to a number of 

tortures, they threw the saint (Guru Arjan) 

« 

into the river Ravi. 

Kesar Singh in his Bansavali Nama (com- 
pleted in 1826 Bk., 1969 A.D.) also supports 

% 

this statement saying : so badhe hi ditte nadi 
rudhae. [ Charan v, 141] 

“that is, tied up he was thrown into the 
river.” 

« • 

% 

• • 

• ' # 

The evidence of these independent autho- 
rities is conclusive enough to demolish the 
fictional theory that the Guru went to the 
river for a bath on his own accord. With his 
body full of blisters and extremely weakened- 
by the tortures, it is unthinkable tha the had 

4 • • 

gone to the river for a cold bath at a time 
when he wa.s unable to walk properly. 

9 • 

* 

All things considered, therefore, we are 
left with the only conclusion that Guru 

ft 

Arjan was subjected to various tortures in 
the execution of Emperor Jahangir’s orders 
to put him to death according to Yasa and 
Siyasat and that, finally, his blistered body 
was dipped, if, actually, not thrown or 
drowned, in the cold water of river Ravi. 

This brought an end to his life. 

• * . 

% 

Bhai Gurdas, a contemporary and a close 
relative, an uncle of the Guru on the mother 
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side, has referred in his Varan to the Guru’s worked Upon the mind of Emperor Jahangir 

last moments as most peaceful. The night to reverse the policy of religious tolerance 

before his death was very painful, he says, towards the non-Muslims followed by his 

but the Guru endured all this with a smilling father Akbar, the Great. The actual words 

face in perfect calmness and resignation to of Shaikh Ahmad written with reference to 

s words on Guru Arjan in the course of his letter No. 193, 


His 


Will 


Master 


# 

his lips and preaching the Lord’s message to in part III of Vol. I of the Maktubat-i-Imam 


those around him. \Var xxiv-23.] 


Rabbani Hazrat Mujaddid- Alf-i-Sani , translated 
into English, would read as : 


While a world was plunged into sorrow 
and 'grief over the death of Guru Arjan, who 
was not only the leader of Sikh religion, 
holding a position “equivalent to that of Pope 

0 

amongst the Christians,” to use the words of 
the Rev. Fr. Fernao Guerreio, but was also 
a saint and a scholar who had given to the 

9 

world a scripture of the higher order, Shaikh 
Ahmad Sirhindi Mujaddid Alf-i-Sani, the 
leader of the Muslim Naqshbandi revivalists 


“The execution of the accursed kafir of 
Goindwal at this time is a very good 
achievement indeed and has become the 
cause of a great defeat of the hateful 
Hindus. With whatever intention they 
are killed and with whatever objective they 
are destroyed, it is a meritorious act for 
the Muslims. Before this kafir was killed, 
I had seen in a dream that the Emperor of 

in the Punjab, felt jubilant over it. According the day had destroyed the crown of the 
to him it was a matter of great satisfaction 


that an acknowledged leader of the non- 

Muslim infidels, in an- area of his own influ- 

• ♦ « 

ence, had been finally removed from the scene 
of his activities. And he expressed his exul- 
tancy to no less a person than Nawab Murtza 

Khan Shaikh Farid Bukhari, the favourite 

% 

confidant and chief adviser of Emperor, 
Jahangir in winning over the leading Muslim 
nobles to take his side in the contest for the 


head of shirk or infidelity. It is true that 

* i 

this infidel was the chief of the infidels and 
a leader of the kafirs.... The object of 

levying jeziya on them is to humiliate and 

% 

insult the kafirs, and jehad against them 
and hostility towards them are the necessi- 
ties of the Muhammadan faith. 

9 

VMaktubat, I, iii, letter No. 193, pp. 95-6 1 


The Mujaddid uses still stronger language 


throne by exacting from him (the Emperor) against the non-Muslims in his letter No. 163 
the promise on oath that in case of his Maktubat, I, iii, pp. 50-63, wherein he urges 
success he would act as defender of the Islamic upon Shaikh Farid Murtza Khan to humiliate 
faith which, according to Jahangir himself, and insult the kafirs in every possible way, to 

% 4 

was in danger at the hands of Guru Arjan. keep them at a distance like dogs, and to 

Murtza Khan, as we have already mentioned, destroy them wholesale, if possible. 

* 

was a devoted disciple of the great Mujaddid 


and it was through him that the revivalists 


All this speakes volumes for the attitude 





June, ’81 


21 


of the leader of the Muslim Revivalist move- after his crossing the Beas at Goindwal, 

» i 

ment in the Punjab, Shaikh Ahmad Sirhindi against the leader of the Sikh centre of non- 
Mujaddid-i-Alf-i-Sani, towards the Sikh Guru Muslim preachings at Goindwal, Tarn Taran, 

4 

Arjan who, according to him, was the Chief Amritsar, etc., in the heart of the Punjab, 

of the infidels — Rais-i-ahl-i-shirk — and a the complaint against the Guru might as well 

leader of the kafirs — Imdm-i-ahl-kufr — whose have been made, directly or indirectly, by 

humiliation and destruction he repeatedly some agent of the Mujaddid or of Shaikh 

urges upon his devoted follower Shaikh Farid Farid Bukhari to implicate the Guru in the 

Murtza Khan as the necessities of the rebellion of Khusrau to secure from the 

Muhammadan faith — jehad bil-kufr wa ghilzdt Emperor orders for his arrest and execution 


bar ishdn az zaruxiyat-i-din ast. 


soon after the execution of Hussain Beg 
Badakhshi, Abdur Rahim and the other 


It was under the influence and advice, accomplices of Prince Khusrau. 


of this Shaikh Farid Murtza Khan, the 

• 

I 

devoted follower and the advocate of the As we have seen above, Shaikh Farid 
fanatical and the intolerant revivalist, the Murtza Khan was a willing agent and a 

Mujaddid of Sirhind, that Emperor Jahangir voluntary exponent of the revivalists, as also 

had pledged to act as the defender of Islam a loyal adherent of the Emperor. And the 
against the religious activities of the non- both at this time stood for the humiliation of 

Muslims of the country. It was during the the non 


Muslims— the 


revivalists 


from 


first year of his reign and of his solemn religious convicton and the Emperor fro 
promise that he had to issue his commands political expediency for which he had, of 
in the case of Guru Arjan. This was necessity, assumed the role of the defender 
practically the first test case for him to prove of the faith. The Shaikh, therefore, naturally 

his bonafides. It was dangerous for him then had to obey the royal orders regarding Guru 

% 

not to act in accordance with the wishes Arjan both in letter and spirit. One cannot 

of the revivalists whose chief advocate under the circumstances, be easily persuaded to 

was his own chief supporter and adviser, believe that he would hand over Guru Arjan 


To him, therefore, was Guru Arjan handed 




Chandu Shah was according to 


over by the Emperor for execution according the revivalists, giving him option to commute 
to his ancestral Mongol Law of Yasa and the Emperor’s sentence of death against him 
Siyasat, and upon him he bestowed the or to release him on the acceptance of certain 


confiscated property of the Guru. 


conditions to suit the personal demands of the 


kafi 


It is apparent, therefore, that 


This also lends considerable support to much of the Chandu-story was given currency 
probability that, disappointed at the to in those very days to shift the responsibi- 

4 « • 1 • . /% . 4 « fW • . ^ 


w t „ 

uggishness of the Emperor to take any action 
' his own accord, for practically a month 


Mughal officials to the kafi 


Guru 





/ 


22 


THE SIKH REVIEW 


« 

The reasons of the Mujaddid being 


And, according to Emperor Jahangir, 


particularly enemical towards Guru Arjan are Guru Arjan “had by his ways and means 


not far to seek. 


Mujaddid 


captivated the hearts of many simple minded 


preacher of the puritanic Islam and felt called Hindus, nay, even of foolish Muslims, and he 
upon to see the supremacy and the superiority had noised himself about as a religious and 
of the Islamic faith of the holy Prophet of worldly leader. They called him guru and 


Mecca established in 
which the rulers were 


Mughal 


from all directions fools and fool-worshippers 


Muslims. But he were attracted towards him, and expressed full 


cffiuld not see his dream materialise in the faith in him.’ 
face of the vast population professing non- 


Muslim faiths. . In the Punjab the non- 


Emperor Akbar had made grants of land 


Muslims were either the declared followers of to the Guru’s House during the time of Guru 

the Sikh faith or were being increasingly Amar Das, and had admired the Sikh teach- 

attracted towards it through the life and ings as contained in the Sikh scripture and 

preachings of Guru Arjan, as the author of had accepted Guru Arjan’s recommendations 

on behalf of the distressful people for the 
reduction of land revenue up to 10 or 12 per 


Mazahib 


‘In 


Mahal 


Guru, the Sikhs increased in numder till in «£ Tl ' e ever-increasing followers of the 

5 Sikh faith from among the Hindus and 


the reign of Guru Arjan Mall 


numerous, and there were not many cities in Muslims and the Guru’s popularity among 
the inhabited countries where some Sikhs were were evidently, narrow- 


not to be found. 


Mahals 


mg the field from where the Mujaddid 


n 01 * rr • ii f*r\ himself had to raise his crop of converts 

fr^re the fifth Guru, no offerings were collected . p U1 averts. 

lore Uie mui VJUIVU, o T ic «;OC o + A „ Ul. T-1_ • • 


from the 
the Sikhs 


Whatever 


This was a positive danger to his Islamizing 

themselves”was" accepted. During P ,ans and he could - Rurally, not tolerate 

4 M A A t* n /“X WW 9 h /V t « « « ^ A - — A. 1 _ C* * 4 — 1 ■ ■ ■ 


his time, Arjan Mall 


the person who was responsible for it. To 


the Sikhs 


of every city so 'that he may collect ^. haikh Ahmad ’ tix imitation extended by 

" " I rl 1 rn A rinr> 4 - /-\ f TT* i. 1 «- • 


„ . r . , Guru Arjan to the ouuu nazrar Mian Mir 

tribute and offerings fiom them. [This deputy J miT 

ii a a* * JV’ t0 la y the foundation stone at Amritsar of the 


Mian Mir 


Masand . ] 

“People began to become Sikhs of the 


holiest of the holy temples of the Sikhs, whom 


kdfi 


come as 


Guru through the medium of masands. the a great shock and added to his irritation 

chief masand, through whom large numbers against the Guru as well as the ven erable 

became Sikhs of the Guru, appointed deputies saint of Lahore, 
on their own behalf so that in every place and . 

mahal, people having become associates of the He had evidently some . such instances of 
masands through the masands ’ agent, became the all-embracing catholicity and exceptional 


Sikhs of the Guru.” 


broadmindedness of Guru Arjan and his 


t 


I 
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* 

% 

I 

% 

% 

increasing popularity among the Muslims, 
both of the ruling and saintly classes, when he 
wrote to Shaikh Farid Murtza Khan his 
letters No. 163 and 165 and condemned as 
un-Islamic any goodwill towards the religion 
of the non-Muslims or inclination to show 
any regard or favour to them in any way 
whatsoever. The life and philosophy of 
‘peace-with-all’ was highly repugnant to the 
' Mujaddid and if was he who may be said to 
have been mainly responsible for the intro- 
duction of communal virus into the body 
politics of the country during his time (1563 to 
1624), with occasional erruptions up to the 
middle of the eighteenth century. And he 
was not the person to have missed the 
favourabe opportunity that presented itself to 
him under the circumstances changed with 
the death of Akbar and the accession of 
Jahangir, and he must have readily availed 

himself of it to work the ruin of Guru 

% 

Arjan directly or indirectly either through 
Shaikh Farid Murtza Khan or through some 
other agency. No one else in the country 
was as much interested in the removal of 
Guru Arjan from the field of his religious 
preachings as the Mujaddid was, and no one 
else had then as much influence in the imperial 
court as he had, through Shaikh Farid, to 
carry put his wishes. And when Guru Arjan 
was executed he gloated over it as bisiar khub 
waqia'— an’ excellent event’, a very great 

achievement. 

In the light of the contemporary historical 
evidence from direct and original sources 
mentioned above, there is only one irresistible 
conclusion we can come to that Guru Arjan 
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1 • 

was arrested and executed for his religious 

preachings under the order of Emperor 

• » » 

Jahangir issued during the first year of 

■ 

his reign when, of political necessity, he 
had, to humour the revivalist Muhammadans, 
to act as defender of the Islamic faith. The 
case of Guru Arjan happened to be the first 
important one reported to him for his 
decision. It was to him a test case to prove 
the bonafides of his promise to act as defender 
of Islam and a saviour of the Muslims from 
the influences of non-Muslims. Jahangir, 
therefore, ordered Guru Arjan to be put to 

death, and in justification thereof he accused 
him of captivating the hearts of many Hindus 

and Muslims who ‘called him guru and 

expressed full faith in him.’ 

I 

1 4 

% 

It may also be stated here that this phase 

♦ # 

of fanaticism in the life of Jahangir in the 
beginning of his reign did not demonstrate 

* 

itself against Guru Arjan alone. In fact, it 
began with the conversion of a young Hindu 
who had for certain reasons been previously 
circumcised. Refering to this, Jahangir one 
evening said “that once he had been circumcis- 

ed he was no longer a gentile and that he 

* 

ought to take another law” And, when he 
became a Muslim, he “was paraded through 
the city on an elephant with great state and 
amid much rejoicing to the great contentment 
of the Moors (Muslims) and the mortification 
of the gentiles.” [Jahangir and the Jesuits , 

15.] 

The change in the attitude of Jahangir 
was more marked towards the Christians thar 
others. The Jesuit Fathers had looked upon 


i 


i 



r 
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* 

him almost as a Christian and ‘believed that religious attitude and policy of Jahangir 

his accession would lead many to embrace in beginning of his reign and of the 

the Christian faith.’ ‘But these hopes,’ accord- inhuman cruelty to which he could then sink 

ing to Father Xavier’s letter of September at the instigation of the orthodox nuillas. 

4 • 

• • 

25, 1606, to the Provincial of Goa (. Relations The sentence of a torturous death passed 

of Father Fernao GuerreirOj Jahangir against Guru Arjan in the first year of his 

and the Jesuits, xiii, 3) ‘were disappointed ; reign was, therefore, in keeping with his then 

for he had sworn an oath to the Moors change of religious policy and mental attitude 

(Muslims) to uphold the law of Mafamede to which wild cruelty was not a thing 

* • 

(Muhammad), and being anxious at the. ynknown. 

i 1 ♦ 

commencement of his reign to secure their 


goodwill, he gave orders for the cleaning of 


How the ‘fine’ theory came to be intro- 


mosques, restored the fasts ( ramazan ) in the duced into the story of Guru Arjan’s martyr- 


royal palace and the 


Moors 


dom may also be explained here. The clue 


Of the Fathers he took no more notice than to the explanation is provided by Emperor 

if he had never seen them before.’ Jahangir’s Tuzuk itself.. After having record- 

ed his account of the causes that led to his 

* • 

The story of how two young Armenian order for the execution of the Guru he pro- 

Christian children, aged 14 and 10 years, were ceeds further to narrate other events. The 

ordered by Jahangir to be flogged in his own next event recorded by him is about two other 

presence with a whip, used for scourging persons Raju and Amba who under the pro- 
criminals, to coerce them to repeat the kalima tection of Khwaja-sera Daulat Khan had 

as a confession of the acceptance of the faith terrorised the people during the insurrection 

of Islam, how cruelly Jahangir ‘ordered them of Prince Khusra'u in the neighbourhood of 

to be held hand and foot and despite their Lahore. To quote the Emperior himself : 
protestations and cries had them circumcised 


then and there, in his own presence’ and how 

9 

mercilessly the bleeding children were whipped 

again and again, under his orders and in his 

% 

very presence, to make them repeat the words 
of the Kalima after their forcible circumcision, 
is too painful and heartrending to be narrated 
here. The inquisitive reader is referred to pp. 
16-23 of the Jahangir and the Jesuits (The 
Broadway Travellers ssries, London, 1930). 

4 

* 


9 

“Two other persons named Raju 
and Amba had under the protection 


of 


Khwaja-sera 


Daulat 


Khan 


. The above instances have been quoted as 

an illustration of the temporary change in the 

* 


committed oppression and tyrannies 
over the people during the few 
days when Khusrau was moving 
towards Lahore. I ordered that Raju 
be hanged and Amba, who was known 
to be a rich man, be fined. One lakh 
and fifteen thousands rupees were re- 
ceived from him. About this account 
I ordered that it might be spent 


i 






on gunpowder and for charitable 
purposes.” 

& 

9 « 

l 

Both the orders of the Emperor, the first 

one about Guru Arjan and the second one' 

about Raju and Atnba, whom he called two 

. other persons ’ — do has digar— had evidently 

been issued and implemented almost at the 

same time, or without much difference in time, 

and they are recorded in his Tuzuk one after 

the other in chronological order. Beyond 

this, as the words ‘ do kas digar ’ clearly suggest, 

the two events and orders had no historical 

* 

relationship. There is nothing on record to . 
show that Raju and Amba were in any way 
connected with Guru Arjan. No history of 
the Sikhs makes any mention of them in any 
connection whatsoever. Nor had Daulat 
Khan Khwaja-sera, their patron and protector, 
anything to do with Guru Arjan or his 

i 

followers. Simply because Raju was hanged 
and Amba was heavily fined in those very days 
when Guru Arjan was done to death, people 
in the ‘streets of Lahore, either in ignorance 
or through some one’s wilful circulation, 

connected the two events together and 

* % 

bracketed the ‘fine’ actually levied upon Amba, 
along with the order of death passed against 
Guru Arjan. And this wrongful and unhistori- 
cal news came to be widely circulated in the 
ordinary way and as well reached the ears of 
unsuspected scholars who took it on its face- 
value and accepted it as true. Not only 
the mid -seventeenth century author of the 
Dabistan-i-Mazahib believed it but the Sikh 
writer of the Mehma Prakash in the second 

half of the eighteenth century also partially 

* 

accepted it. 


According to the Mehma Prakash, the 
imposition of fine was originally suggested by 
Chandu Shah, a Khatri of Lahore. He had 
been a servant, a chakar, of the Emperor and 
he made this suggestion to him when he 
reported to His Majesty the ‘news’ of Guru 

Arjan having entertained the rebellious Prince 

* 

for a night at Tarn Taran and helping him 

with some money ( khazana ). He is said to 
have told the Emperor that Guru Arjan was 

t j 

being called jag guru, a world teacher, and 

* 

that he had himself addressed (by his 
disciples) as Sacha Padshah , the True King, 
that he received plenty of money (as offerings) 
and that he was very proud of the riches 
( bahut kazand tin kd awai...badd garnr maya 

kd wa ko). Having thus excited the : 

% 

Emperor, for reasons unknown to history, j 
Chandu suggested to him to impose upon the j 

I 

Guru fine of two lakhs of rupees. But when ! 

f 

the Imperial ahdi sent out to bring the Guru 


to Lahore came and reported to the Emperor 

the arrival of Guru Arjan there, the Emperor 

“remained silent and said nothing good 

or bad.” 1 

. • 

• t 

Then follows more or less the usual story 
resulting in the Guru’s death and his body 
being thrown into the river. 

* 

It may be mentioned here that beyond the 
suggestion of Chandu at the earliest stage of 

# 

% 

a 9 

* ■" ^ 1 % ^ 

% 

1. satigur ji Lahaur so ae. 

jae ahidi ne araz karae. 
sun badshah chup ho valid. 

bhali burl kucho sund na kaha. 


9 



* 


16 


THE SIKH REVIEW 


9 

the report, before the arrest of tke Guru and 
the despatch of the royal orderly for the 

A 

purpose, there is no mention, even in the 


y • 

Muhammad Farman, Hayat-i-Mujaddid, Maj 

w 

lis-i-Taraqqi-i-Adab, Lahore, 1958, Urdu. 


the Guru. 


Mahma Prakash, of the Emperor’s having Jahangir, Emperor, Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri. Nawal 

issued any order for the levy of*a fine upon Kishore Press, Lucknow. Persian. 

' • • 

Pa yne, C. H. (Trans,, Jahangir and the Jesuits 

0 

r f . (From the Relations of Father Fernao 

Thus, as a result of the coufuston of c.r- Gurreiro, etc Broad Travelkrs seri 

cumstances and the events connected with George Routl(:dge Sons _ London 193Q 


Thus, as 


result of the confusion of cir- 


4 

cumstances and the events connected with 
the Emperor’s orders for the execution of 


* % 

Guru Arjan, and of Raju, and for the fine Qaisar Ahsan Jan, Jahangir's Accession An 


imposed on Amba almost at the same time, 
has the ‘fine’ theory come to be introduced 

. • I 

into story of the Guru. Guru Arjan being 
the most prominent and important of all 
those against whom Emperor Jahangir’s 
orders of execution and persecution were then 


Outcome of Orthodox Revivalism. Pro. 
Indian History Congress, 1961 (XXIII). 


Murtaza 


i 

>/ 


>/ 


Pro. 


of Indian History Congress, 1946 (IX), 


issued, all types of heavy punishments ordered Nurul Hasan, Saiyid Shaikh Ahmad Sirhindi 


to be inflicted on the victims of royal wrath 

came to be associated with the name of Guru 

% 

Arjan and recorded by later writers, unwitting- 

9 

ly doing incalculable harm to history. 


and Mughal Policies. I 
Congress, 1945 (VIII). 
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